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&RPPHQW

:H�DUH�VRUU\�WKDW�WKLV�1HZVOHWWHU�LV�VRPHZKDW�ODWHU�WKDQ
SURPLVHG���'XH�WR�WKH�SHUVRQDO�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�RI�NH\
FRPPLWWHH�PHPEHUV�DQG�WKH�ORVV�RI�RWKHUV��WKLV�KDV
SURYHG�XQDYRLGDEOH���+RZHYHU�ZH�DUH�QRZ�JHWWLQJ
EDFN�XS�WR�VSHHG�DQG�ZH�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�WKDQN�-DFNLH
+DUULVV�IRU�WDNLQJ�RQ�WKH�FRPELQHG�MRE�RI�7UHDVXUHU�DQG
0HPEHUVKLS�6HFUHWDU\�

6HYHUDO�JRRG�WKLQJV�DUH�KDSSHQLQJ���PDQ\�RI�WKHVH�LQ
WKH�7RZQ�&HQWUH���,Q�SDUWLFXODU��WKH�H[FLWLQJ�5LYHUVLGH
:DON�LV�LQ�WKH�SODQQLQJ�VWDJH��VHH�RSSRVLWH���,VODQG
)DUP�KDV�EHHQ�UHOHDVHG�IURP�WKH�WKUHDW�RI�OX[XU\�KRXVHV
DQG�KRSHIXOO\�WKH�´JUHHQ�ZHGJHµ�VWDWXV�ZLOO�EH
UHLQVWDWHG��WKDQNV�DUH�GXH�WR�$QQH�0RUJDQ�IRU�DOO�KHU
KDUG�ZRUN�LQ�KHOSLQJ�WR�DFKLHYH�WKLV���WKH�VLWH�RQ�WKH
1RUWKHUQ�'LVWULEXWRU�5RDG�KDV�QRW�EHHQ�DOORFDWHG�DV�\HW
DQRWKHU�VXSHUVWRUH��ZRUN�LV�XQGHUZD\�RQ�PXFK�QHHGHG
LPSURYHPHQWV�WR�0��MXQFWLRQ����DW�6DUQ�DQG�PRQH\
VHHPV�WR�EH�FRPLQJ�LQ�WR�LPSURYH�RWKHU�DUHDV�RI�WKH
7RZQ�&HQWUH���

7KH�PDLQ�GRZQ�VLGH�LV�WKH�FRQWLQXLQJ�ZRUU\�DERXW�WKH
FDSDFLW\�RI�WKH�$���RXWHU�E\�SDVV���:LWK�PRUH�DQG
PRUH��KRXVHV�RQ�%URDGODQGV��ZLWK�PDQ\�RI�LWV�UHVLGHQWV
FRPPXWLQJ�WR�&DUGLII��ZLWK�PRUH�EXVLQHVVHV�QHDU�WKH
:DWHUWRQ�5RXQGDERXW��ZH�ZRQGHU�KRZ�ORQJ�LW�LV�JRLQJ
WR�EH�DEOH�WR�FRSH�ZLWK�WKH�HYHU�LQFUHDVLQJ�WUDIILF
YROXPHV�

%ULGJHQG�&LYLF�7UXVW��WKURXJK�LWV�PHPEHUVKLS�RI�WKH
7RZQ�&HQWUH�)RUXP��KDV�ZULWWHQ�OHWWHUV�RI�VXSSRUW�LQ
REWDLQLQJ�IXQGV�IRU�PDQ\�RI�WKH�SURMHFWV�PHQWLRQHG
RSSRVLWH���$OWKRXJK�ZRUNV�LQ�WKH�7RZQ�FDQ�EH�SDLQIXO
ZKLOH�WKH\�DUH�RQJRLQJ��ZH�WKLQN�WKDW�YHU\�IHZ�SHRSOH
ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�JR�EDFN�WR�WKH�ROG�WUDIILF�VQDUOHG�VWUHHWV�

What’s Happening in the Town Centre ?

Old Stone Bridge.   After lengthy discussions, the
Council has submitted an application to CADW to carry
out work on this Scheduled Monument.  They expect to
receive consent very shortly.  Tenders are coming in for
the works that are scheduled to be done on the Bridge.
Work is expected to start in April and last for about 3  
months.  During this period the Bridge will be closed to
through pedestrian traffic. Access to businesses on the
Bridge will be maintained through co-operation between
the businesses, the Council and the contractors.

Riverside Walk.  Detailed design work is about to start
on this exciting project.  The Welsh Assembly  
Government has contributed £100,000 towards this which
will be matched by the Council.  This work will take about
18 months, after which bids will be made to actually carry
out the building works.  At last it looks as though we are
going to make something of our greatest asset - the
RIVER.  For too long the town has turned its back on the
River.

Dunraven Place and Elder Street.  £910,000 has been
promised by the Heritage Lottery fund to carry out
improvements to the buildings in this area.  This will be
matched by funds from other public bodies.  Work on
these schemes will hopefully start in April.  Negotiations
between the Council and the landowners are currently
ongoing.

Queen Street.  £800,000 has been obtained to carry out
street and building improvements in Queen Street.  These
will cover the area from the Three Horseshoes to the
Wyndham Hotel and work will start later in 2005.

The experimental traffic scheme that basically
pedestrianises Queen Street, Dunraven Place and lower
Market Street came into force on 21 November 2004 and
runs for 18 months.  However any objections must be
received by the Council by 21 May 2005.  This allows for
time for objections to be considered and heard and any
necessary modifications introduced before the expiry date
of the order in May 2006.  A permanent order will be
made at that time.  So if you have comments to made -
consider them very soon.  Also covered in this scheme are
traffic flows in Station Hill, Court Road, Derwen Road,
The Rhiw and Nolton Street (north).

Bus Station.  The Bus Station has now been open for
some months.  We are told that a shop will soon open in
the area just inside the main door to the right.  This should
bring to life a rather bleak area.  We would be interested
to learn your opinions on this new major landmark in the
Town Centre.  Please contact any committee member with
your views.
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Stop Press !!

We have just received official notification
from the Council that proposed Retail Store
on the Northern Distributor Road has been
rejected by the Council. 

This is something that we have fought long
and hard for and we are very gratified. 

The land will  remain allocated for
Industrial use.  
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Committee.
We held 10 committee meetings this year with
an average attendance of just under 11
members.
At the first meeting the following jobs were
allocated
Press & Membership  -  Natalie Murphy
Publicity   -  Allan Underhill
Newsletter & web-site  -  Vanessa Jones.

In March, David Powell ( treasurer ) suffered a
stroke.  He is now much better but will not be
standing again.
In June, Vanessa Jones resigned in order start
her own business.  She has offered to keep the
web-site up to date if we feed her the
information.
Roger Sellick has decided not to stand again
next year due to pressure of other activities.
Thanks to all these three for their work over the
years.

Events
y In October last year at the AGM, Clive Girton,

deputy editor of the Glamorgan Gazette
addressed members.

y In November we attended a service in
Hermon Chapel and presented them with our
Certificate.

y In April, we held our “Community Pride” day
in the new Nolton Church Hall.  Some 19
organisations took space to publicise their
activities.  However less than 200 members
of the public attended.  Thanks to
co-ordinator, Allan, and all others who
helped.

y In May, we held our annual dinner at the
Seasons Restaurant

y In July, Buffo and Tony Coles invited
committee members to a “do” in their garden.

y In September, we assisted St Teilo’s Church,
Merthyr Mawr when they opened for Heritage
Day.

y At the end of September, in conjunction with
the Bridgend Local History Society, we
organised the siting and unveiling of a
Plaque in memory of Sir Morien Bedford
Morgan FRS in the Rhiw Shopping Centre.
Sir Morien was a talented musician and
distinguished aeronautical engineer who was
born in Bridgend and came to be known as
the “Father of Concorde”.  We were very
pleased that his widow, Lady Sylvia Morgan
and two of her daughters attended to unveil
the plaque.  Thanks also to the Mayor of
Bridgend, Councillor Gwyneth Rowe, for
attending and to Mike Jones, Manager of the
Rhiw Centre, and the Tourism Department of
the County Borough Council for their
invaluable assistance.  The finance for this
venture was provided by the “900 Group” of
the Bridgend Local History Society from sales
of their successful book “Bridgend 900”.
Members of the “900” Group and committees
of both societies later attended a buffet lunch
at West Cottage.  The event was organised
by Ann McAllister, Roger Sellick and Charles
Thorp.

During the year we published 2 Newsletters (
December and May ) and also sent two circulars
to members ( March and August ).

During the year we produced a new Membership
leaflet.  A copy of this was sent to each member.
It was paid for by a grant from BAVO.

We maintained our membership of the Civic
Trust for Wales, the Civic Trust, the Bridgend
Chamber of Trade and the Bridgend Town
Centre Forum.
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Natalie and Barbara have continued to monitor
planning applications.
In July, three members attended the Bridgend
Council’s Economic Review conference.

In August, we were asked by the Mayor of the
Bridgend County Borough to escort some
American visitors around the area.  The Mother
had worked in the Munitions Factory during the
war.  Thanks to Idris Jones for carrying out this
task.

Members of the committee ( Derek & Howard )
have carried out a survey of Street Furniture in
the Town Centre.  They hope to submit their
report very soon.  This will be forwarded to the
Council.

Planning
y We objected to plans that would result in the

demolition of the Toll House in Coity Road.
This was rejected on the first application.
However a slightly modified plan was later
approved.

y We objected to an application for five
advertisements hoardings on Island Farm.
This was refused

y We had objected to the School House in
Merthyr Mawr being re-roofed in slate as we
felt this could be the thin end of a wedge.
We had also made the Tourism department
aware of this proposal.  Consent was
refused.

UDP.
The Council rejected the Inspectors advice that
the site on the Northern Distributor Road should
not be allocated to a large superstore.  We
objected to the Council decision and expect the
result before the end of the year.  We were
supported in this by the Chamber of Trade.  We
had written to all Councillors on this matter -
however this was before the recent elections.

Town Centre.
y In October, we noticed that contractors laying

the paving etc had installed a large black
electrical control box in Dunraven Place near
the War Memorial.  We immediated
contacted the Council who had it
re-positioned behind the Wyndham Hotel.

y We have written several letters in support of
Grants being applied for by the Council for
Town Centre improvements.

y We are writing to the Town Council in praise
of their floral decorations in the Town.

y We will be writing to the owners of the new
Kitchen Shop and Oldcastle Surgery ( that
was ) to congratulate them on what we see

as significant improvements to their
respective sites.

Graig Steps.
We wrote to the Council praising their
improvements to the steps but noting the lack of
a waste bin at the new sitting area half way up.

Broadlands / Oaklands Cycle Path.
In November last year the Highways department
sent us some plans for this project.  We
commented on these with some suggestions and
questions.  We then waited and waited.  Despite
a number of telephone calls we had no reply.
Then work started and it was obvious that they
had ignored us.  It was also obvious that the
plans had been sadly lacking in detail.  Trees
were cut down.  Handrails mounted on Parc
Brook Bridge and a very ugly bollard erected.
Having removed the earth bank, traffic now uses
the new cycle path to access the fields.  We
have so far been  promised that a better bollard
will be substituted, but that is all.  It seems that
the Highways Department are not accountable to
anyone.  We are about to take this up.

Park Street.
We wrote to the Council regarding the poor state
that the pedestrian area at the bottom of Park
Street was left in after the remedial works carried
out by the Water Company.  At least 20 paving
stones and a similar number of pavours had
been replaced by tarmac.  Eventually the Council
remedied this and assured us that the costs
would be charged to the water board’s
contractors.

Old Stone Bridge.
In November, four members attended a meeting
with Planners.  A survey has been commissioned
from Dean & Cheeson who are Conservation
Architects.  It is likely that the paved area will be
widened and made less bumpy, the coping will
be replaced with stone, lighting circuits will be
installed under the bridge which will be cleaned
and repointed.  We are assured that the existing
stone and cobbles will be retained.  We have
requested that the water depth gauge be re-sited
and that improved railings adjacent to the Italian
Restaurant be installed.
We have also asked that the concrete wall of the
river in the vicinity be masked with plantings.

�r9š{[•¢.r•šŠ�r9š{[•¢.r•šŠ
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My Memories of Steam   -   Buffo Coles

At the age of 15 years, in 1952, I went to work for the Great Western Railways cleaning steam engines at Tondu
Engine Sheds. It was not a job that gave you great work satisfaction, but it was a first step to becoming a foot
plate fireman and we did get a bit of a thrill when you started cleaning a dirty steam engine after an hour of
rubbing and polishing, seeing the beautiful green paint gleaming and the brass fittings sparkling was just great.

It was a very busy depot, with repair shops, blacksmiths, shunting yards, passenger carriages which had to be
maintained and cleaned.  I believe most of the families living in the Aberkenfig, Tondu and Sarn area had at least
one member working at the depot.

It was very exciting when after a few months, the yard foreman thought you knew enough about the engine to put
you with a driver and you would be on the foot plate of a little tanker engine.  “You were a fireman”.  You would
be firing a shunting engine in one of the many shunting yards making up trucks of coal or empty trucks into goods
trains.

There were passenger trains running from Maesteg, Ogmore Vale, Garw valley to and from Bridgend, also to
Tremains Station.  Many workers used its train to come to and from work.  There was a footbridge which crossed
the main line to the Trading Estate.

After a few months cleaning, a vacancy came up for a fireman at Duffryn yard, Port Talbot, which was a bigger
depot.  I applied and was accepted.  My regular driver at Duffryn was Bill Hopkin, whom I knew when I was a
young boy.  He was a great man - what a character.

I have mentioned to many friends what it was like to walk into a engine shed early in the morning to prepare you
engine to leave the yard.  There would be as many as 20 to 30 engines all placed around a large turntable.  They
wee like sleeping monsters.  The fire lighters would have cleaned the fire box out and lit a small fire in the box.
The engine was quiet, the boilers cold and he only sound you heard was the odd creek or the gush of steam
coming from an engine nearby as a fellow fireman was stoking up his fire.

I would be slowly stoking up the fire as well as breaking up the large lumps of coal in the tender.  After 15
minutes or so you would hear the first hiss of steam.  The boilers were building up pressure.  I would then wash
down the foot plate and clean the cab, as the driver went around the engine oiling all moving parts of the wheel
shafts and under the big ends.

While all this activity was going on, I would have put my Billy can in the fire box to boil water for a cup of tea.
Once a head of steam was built up to 120 lb. of pressure, we would move onto the turn table, which would turn by
hand, line the engine up to the outgoing track and move off.  We would head out of the shed.  The last job we
would have to do was to drive to the water tower and fill both tanks with water.  We would leave the depot and
head for the shunting yards either to pick up trucks and go on delivery runs or stay in the yard running up and
down the many tracks making up trucks into delivery lines.  The best part of the shift was when we stopped for
our meal break.  I would open the box door and cook my meal on the shovel in the fire box.  “The best meal you
could ever wish for !”.

On one occasion I was placed with a different driver.  We were shunting trucks in a yard at Taibach.  At the end
of the yard there was a level crossing and there were a few streets near the yard.  The driver told me that there was
someone coming to see him that morning.  After a while the driver stopped the engine near the level crossing and
a man jumped up onto the foot plate.  It was Richard Burton.  The driver lived next door to Richard’s uncle who
brought him up in Taibach.  He called to say he was going back to London.

I have happy memories of Duffryn yard.  In late 1954, I applied to go to Old Oak Common in London, another big
depot.  I hope to write more about Old Oak in a future newsletter.

´7KLV�LV�WKH�ODWHVW�LQ�RXU�RFFDVLRQDO�VHULHV�RQ�´0HPRULHVµ�FRQWULEXWHG�E\�%XIIR�&ROHV���,I�DQ\�RWKHU�PHPEHU
ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�SXW�SHQ�WR�SDSHU��SOHDVH�VHQG�\RXU�HIIRUW�WR�6HFUHWDU\��&KDUOHV�7KRUS���VHH�SDJH���IRU�DGGUHVV����
,W�GRHV�QRW�PDWWHU�KRZ�ORQJ�RU�KRZ�VKRUW�LW�LV��PHPEHUV�ZLOO�EH�IDVFLQDWHG�WR�UHDG�RI�\RXU�UHFROOHFWLRQV�RI�2OG
%ULGJHQG�µ

6



After being left empty since around 1997, the "Cottage Hospital (or Chest Clinic as most of us would
remember it), has now been refurbished and is looking quite superb.  
It has now been renamed “Nolton Court”.

Refurbishment was carried out by its owners Compute (Bridgend) Ltd. to a very high standard both
internally and externally.  It has been let to V2C ( Valley to Coast ) which is the housing association
that has taken on the Council's housing stock.  We were disappointed that this prominent building
was not acquired by the Council for a prestige use.  We were hoping that either the Registration
department or the Bridgend Town Council ( or both ) could have put it to excellent use.  We thought
that it would be an ideal venue for weddings or could
have dragged the Town Council out of its hiding
place in one of Bridgend's leafy neighborhoods.  An
opportunity lost.  The view from the front upstairs
windows must be one of the most imposing in
Bridgend looking, as it does, straight down Caroline
Street.

Purpose built as a hospital the foundation stone was
formally unveiled on April 24th 1895 by Mrs. J.P.
Turbervill of  Ewenny Priory. After the proceedings
an ornamental ©Trowel and Mallet© was presented to
Mrs. Turbervill by the architect Mr. G.F.Lambert of
Bridgend.  In 1888 Lord Dunraven made it known
that if an annual Eisteddfod was started in Bridgend
he would contribute £100 a year for seven years,
provided that the proceeds would be devoted to
some charitable public purpose and the hospital
benefited from this gesture. The erection of the
Cottage Hospital was completed in the middle of 1896.  Mrs. Turbervill returned and performed the
opening Ceremony on November 11th of that year. Incidentally the inscription on the Foundation
stone, which can still be seen quite clearly today, was executed in imperishable lead letters cut,
drilled and printed by Mr. Edwin Jenkins, of Nolton Street in 1895.

Out of curiosity does anyone know the whereabouts of the ªornamented Trowel and Malletº ? 
Food for thought !

“ Cobwebs”  is a new initiative from the Library Service
of Bridgend County Borough Council.  It is a new web
site where local organisation can publicise their
activities - free of charge !  In concept it is very basic
and simple and can only show very small amounts of
information.  Usually this will be the aims and objectives
and contacts for the group.  This will often contain
e-mail addresses and telephone numbers of officers,

meeting places and links to the organisations' own web sites.  The web address is
www.cobwebs.uk.net  .

Here are now over 150 local organisations represented and Bridgend Civic Trust was one of the
first to be put on the site.

It is hoped that the site will become the first port of call for people looking for a particular type of club
or society in the locality.

We applaud the initiative of the library in setting this up and wish them luck
.

The First “Bridgend Cottage Hospital”.
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Unveiling of Plaque on Honour of Sir Morien Morgan FRS

In 1993, a working group of the Bridgend Local History Society, calling themselves the Bridgend 900 Group and led
by David Pearce ( now President of the Society ) published a potted history of Bridgend from 1093 to 1993 entitled
ªBridgend 900º.  This sold very well and from the proceeds they were able in 1996 to erect a plaque in the Princess
of Wales Hospital to the Inventor of the X-ray, Sir William Morgan FRS, a notable son of Bridgend from the 19th
century.  Further sales have produced extra funds and they decided to ask the Bridgend Civic Trust to assist them
in erecting a plaque to honour Sir Morien Morgan FRS, from the 20th century.  This we were pleased to do.

Sir Morien was born in Bridgend ( 22 Caroline St ) in 1912 and attended Bridgend Elementary School in Quarella
Road.  He went on to schools in Aberdare and Cardiff and obtained a degree at St
Catherine's College Cambridge.  He was a talented musician.  He went on to have a
distinguished career in aviation at the Royal Aeronautical Establishment at
Farnborough where as director, amongst other things, he was responsible for
progressing the Concorde project.  He later became Master of Downing College
Cambridge when he died at the early age of  66 in 1978.

A small group consisting of Ann McAllister, Roger Sellick and Charles Thorp was
formed to progress the scheme.  We asked John Roberts to produce specimen
designs and from these selected an oval shape.  We managed to track down his
widow, Lady Sylvia Morgan, and sought her approval and ideas and finally refined
the design and wording.  The result is pictured on page 1.  We determined that the

house of his birth is now  the shoe shop
at the entrance to the Rhiw Centre and
that its garden would have stretched up
to the Market.  With the help of Mike Jones, the Rhiw Centre Manager,
we were able to erect the plaque in its current position. 

On Friday 24 September, we were very pleased that Lady Morgan and
two of her daughters were able to join us and the Mayor of Bridgend,
Councillor Gwyneth Rowe, in unveiling the plaque.  Ann McAllister
opened the proceedings and explained what it was all about, the Mayor
welcomed all to the event and then Lady Morgan removed the curtain.
She said that she thought that Sir Morien was always fascinated by
aviation and that he had always retained his affection for Bridgend and
Wales.  She thought he would have been ªtickled pinkº by the

occasion.  Howard Lewis on behalf of the Civic Trust then thanked
everyone.  David Pearce then said that he was very pleased to see the results of the book put to such good use.
Afterwards a buffet was held at West Cottage for the distinguished guests, members of the 900 Group and the
committees of the two societies.
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Lady Sylvia, with Ann

McAllister, listens to the Mayor,
Cllr Gwyneth Rowe

Lady Sylvia Morgan with her daughters

Civic Trust for Wales Award for St Mary’s R.C.Church

In the autumn of 2003, the Civic Trust for Wales invited entries for
their ªBuilt Environmentº awards.  Bridgend Civic Trust put forward,
with the permission of the parties involved, the new St. Mary's R.C.
Church in Ewenny Road.  This had already been the recipient of one

of our own awards.

We are pleased to report
that the entry was
successful. However, due to
the serious illness of
Matthew Griffiths, the
director of CTW, the award
ceremony had to be
postponed until October
2004.  

From the Church, Mr & Mrs Des Lloyd and Sister Margaret attended
to pick up their certificate and also Messrs Nicholas and Riordan from
Architects James & Nicholas. Builders, Manning Construction were
unable to be present.
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